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Dip into the melting pot at Asian Festival  

By Brandy Welvaert, mailto:bwelvaert@qconline.com 

Desiree Eschavez-Alfon and Carmen Floro are 
dancers, but the women hope to share more than their 
artistic skills at the Quad City Botanical Center's third 
annual Mid-Autumn Asian Festival this weekend.  

The festival is slated for 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday at 
the center, 2525 4th Ave., Rock Island.  

As they dance with the Filipiniana Dancers, an 
offshoot of the Philippine-American Association of the 
QCA, the women will offer a glimpse into the 
complexities of Filipino culture. They will perform 
eight eclectic dances -- from the Hawaiian hula to 
Tinikling, the Philippine national dance.  

Because of its location and its history, the Philippines 
is a place where cultures from around the world meet 
and mingle.  

"It is a lot of things, which leads us to a conclusion that we do come from varied cultures within 
the greater culture, which we call Filipino," Ms. Eschavez-Alfon says.  

While the hula takes over the dancer's body with words translated into physical movements, the 
traditional Tinikling requires quick, bird-like movements as the dancers hop and jump to avoid 
trapping their feet between crashing bamboo poles. There's no time for thinking.  

Learning the dance is "scary," Ms. Eschavez-Alfon, the group’s choreographer, says with a laugh. 

Yet in the end, learning and practicing the dances -- twice or more per week -- is worth it.  

The audiences "are amazed. It is a cultural experience," Mrs. Floro says.  

The Filipiniana Dancers will perform at 2:45 p.m. Sunday, the last performance of the day. Other 
scheduled events include a demonstration of ikebana (Japanese flower arranging), a tea ceremony 
and a demonstration of tae kwon do.  

In addition, there will be a make-and-take craft session for kids, a bonsai information center and a 
sale of Japanese-grown green tea and handmade tea accessories.  

Asian Festival at a glance  

--What: Mid-Autumn Asian Festival  
--Where: Quad City Botanical Center, 2525 4th Ave., Rock Island  
--Cost: $3.50 for adults, $3 for seniors, $1 for children ages 8-12, free for members and for youths 
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Members of the Filipiniana Dancers are, in back 
from left, Dr. Tony Bernas, Dan Simpao, Dennix 
Simpao and Jaime Floro. In the middle from left are 
Dolores Simpao, Cecilia Bernas, Digna Simpao, Lyn 
Mirocha, Desiree Eschavez-Alfon, Lorna Meyer, Lynn 
Zmuda and Carmen Floro. In front are Vilma 
Packard, left, and Marylour Woods. The troupe will 
perform Sunday at the Quad City Botanical Center.  



under 8  
--When: 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 13  
--Learn more: (309) 794-0991, www.qcgardens.com  


